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"‘1IRAN ' The Remembérance of Thlngs Past
In December 1945 Brigadier General All Akbar Derakhshanl
;'was in an unenv1able p031t10n. He was the mllltary commander in: ii}
Tabrlz, capltal of Azerbaljan Prov1nce but the city was almost
completely surrounded by Azerbaljanl rebels backed by the Sov1et |
barmy of occupatlon. A relief column from Tehran had been blocked _»L
f.by the Soviet troops 250 miies away . A | _ . - .
‘:T. Cuyler Youi?, press attache of the Amerlcan Embassy '
tln Tehran, v151ted Tabriz-the second week in December 1945 and Genera
:Derakhshanl, as well as Governor General Morteza Gholl Bayag'told:f;{
' Young that they could not and would not defend the city but would
Hconflne themselves to protecting the Governor General's re51dence
'hand‘the barracks. |
| ‘By the'next week the barracks had surrendered. Derakhshanl Vl:
reportedly had gone over to the rebels and advised his men to
-make the best terms they could. Many did so and kept their ranksv'
and pay in the rebel army. Rumor had it that he would become :5‘
Mlnlster of War in the rebel government. However, on December 20 H?Qf
':he returned to Tehran where he was immediately put under arrest.:;?lf;
T“A few months later he was court—martlaled and seutenced to life |

1mprlsonment He was later pPardoned by the Shah.

For more than thirty years Derakhshani was a forgotten man.;lx;u$

‘[b‘ Then on March 27, 1978 retired Brigadier General Derakhshanl was'”’: *

arrested by Iranlan security offlcers as he received a package"
from a Pu531an employee of the Irano—Sov1et Transport Company. S Two

other Sov1et officials reportedly were present,
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ié It'seems llkely that Derakhshani hasAbeen a long~t1me SOVl&tVl
.agentvw-At ‘age 82 and long out of the’ mllltary he would seem to -
be of little direct value to the Sov1ets. He may, however, have :
been acting in a support capacity or as a llalson w1th other':,
»iagents. In December 1977 another Soviet esplonage operatloh_was
»uncovered 1nvolv1ng an active duty general and others. 'ItS.roots-c

falso went back to the mid-19240s.

The full scope of Derakhshani's activities infthetlastfthree

decades may never be known. He died of a heart attack shortly

,after belng taken into custody. (UNCLASSIFIED) ',,fe ' fl__ o
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